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~D¥ agents vas lccatcc at Flae

Production of all BYW agents foeleding antipersonnel and

bored wa feshnology developed in laboratory aee pilot
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wost Fort Detzick. -The first pllct plant, dntended for the

prajeccion of botulinum toxin, was completed in Cetcber 1943, A second plant

was huilt in Merceh 1044

to producce anthrax speves and the anthrox stmulant.

Yroe these beginnings tntil cessaticn of offensive BW operctious in 1969

Fott Detrick preduced test quantities of- a large mmber of an tlperﬂcnnpl and

aniicrop BW agents and developed the preduction process eventually employed

at the Vige and Plne Biuff Arsenal proauctton Faci1lties. 4 wide variecy of

process equlpment, some of which was developed for the first time to suppove
the unique requirements of B¥ production, coustituted the numerous pilot plant

focilities at Fort Detrick.

Antipersonnel apent and munition production.

"The first large scale

3% munition production facllity was constructed &t the Vigo Ordnance Plant

near Terre Haute, Tndiana, beginning in May i944. The Vige Plant was intended

to produce biolcgical'agents and vaccines and to 411 and assemble biological
mmitions bezinning with anthrax-filled bambs. The Vigo Plant was in 2 test
operation phase producing BG, a harmleoss sinulaqt of anthrax,'when the and

0f WWII tarminated pilent operations The plant

: . wag deactivated and eventually
excessed by the Arny in 1946,
The only facility operated £at lotpe sealo
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bacterial agents was later swpanded te
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torine in addition to vival and rickatieial ageris and the unique cavacity
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for eroving and lufecting mnsqn*'*;u

The complea of

buil dings included those desipned feor agent t“rﬂonhuLLun municinne

filling/production and labovatory suppori cperaticns. The entirve favility

was Jdesigned and constructed to provldg both absclute safety to operating
persounel and absolute containment of the highly toxie and infectious

materials produced there. Between 1954 and 1967,
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the facility produced
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the following biologiecal apents and toxins: Brucella suis, Pasteurella
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tularensis, Q fever rlckert51a Venezuelan Equxne Encephalomyelxtxs
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Bacillus anthracis botulxnum toxin and stanhylococcal enterotoxin.
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agents and antipersonnel munitions filled with these various agents and

toxins were produced and stored at DBO as a detezrent capability, DEO
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operations were terminated 1n November 1969, and all stocks of anti-
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personnel biological munitions. agents and texins were subsequently des-

troyed in accorddnce with approved demilitarization plans. The facility

was then decontamlnated and deactlvated and on 15 May 1972,

tHe complex
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(including land, bu11d1ngs,
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nd equxpment) was turned over to the Food
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and Drug Adminlstratlon, an agencv of the Deparrment of Heqlth EducaLlon
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and Welfare Twho’ ‘operEtE It HY the NatLonal Center for Toxicological
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Aunticrop Biological Agent Production.

‘Three anticrop biclogical

agents were produced between 1951 and 1969. These included both atem rust

s

of wheat and fye;'and rice blast. Between 1951 and.1957, wheat sten
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ruet spores and rye stem rust spores were produced from iunnoculated

crops at plenting eltes located on Government fnstallations.
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